












MISSION

NextAid’s mission is to improve the lives of children and youth in 
Africa by promoting and implementing sustainable solutions. 
NextAid raises awareness for, and partners with, community-based
projects and grassroots organizations in Africa and believes that an
integrated approach is the best formula for establishing real and lasting 
change. Through music events and public education initiatives, NextAid 
provides empowering opportunities for concerned individuals to make 
a difference.  

www.nextaid.org 

NextAid partners with, and empowers, local grassroots 
organizations by developing and raising awareness and 
by helping to fund small-scale initiatives throughout 
Africa.  The African-based organizations are community- 
driven and either have aspects of business enterprise 
or educational opportunities, or both; thus allowing our 
partnerships to help expand capacity and ensure 
prosperity for our partners.  NextAid’s projects are 
relatively modest in budget maximizing impact in 
disadvantaged communities by embracing principles of 
sustainable development. NextAid utilizes approaches 
that garner tangible change; then, through processes of 

monitoring and evaluation, tracks successes, best practices and creates models for future replication.

NEXTAID

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Sustainable development is a strategy of serving human needs while 
supporting the ecological foundation upon which all things rely.  
Sustainable development is the only effective way to address the 
integrated problems faced by Africans.  AIDS is a disease fueled by 
poverty, inequity and disempowerment.  In turn, it increases the threat 
of environmental degradation, resulting in food and water shortages.  
By fostering solutions rooted in sustainable development, NextAid 
supports ecologically sound growth, while balancing social and 
economic needs of the communities in which we serve. 

http://www.nextaid.org/thenexus.htm  

OUR PROJECTS - KAWANGWARE 
 NextAid has partnered with the Kawangware Street Children and Youth Project (KSCYP) in Nairobi, 
Kenya for the construction of the Kawangware Vision Center.  Locally-created and managed by an 
inspiring group of youth, KSCYP strives to keep kids off the streets by offering economic and 
performance activities. The project’s main activity is a micro-business in which youths hand make 
eco-friendly, silkscreened gift bags, greeting cards, wrapping paper and t-shirt products that are 
subsequently sold to Kenyan businesses and safari companies.  The weekly profits are divided among 
the 30 to 40 youth participants and used to support their basic needs such as food, shelter, medical care 
and education, while also taking care of the community’s orphaned and vulnerable children and at-risk 
youth.  Additionally, a portion of their business, weaving banana leaf handles for the bags, is contracted 
out to a group of 20 single mothers in the community.

www.nextaid.org/kawangware.htm

NextAid and GO Campaign (http://gocampaign.org/) have 
committed to jointly raising funds to build a new eco-friendly 
workshop and multipurpose facility that will allow the project to 
expand and serve more youth. The new center is planned to 
serve up to 450 youth annually, with approximately 100 youth 
engaged in the paper production unit and an equal number of 
youth will be involved brick making. 50 youth will be involved in 
tailoring work to make products for exporting and another 200 
youth will be assisted with access to credit through a microcredit 
program, allowing them to start and operate their own small 

enterprises. The aim of all of these programs is to help the youth become totally self-reliant.

NextAid is very fortunate to be working with Kenyan architect Kariuki 
Kiragu who was the lead architect for the amazing Nyumbani Children’s 
Village designed to house upwards of 1000 orphans and disadvantaged 
youth in Eastern Kenya. Kiragu is an expert in ecological building and 
architectural design. Elements that will be included in the construction of 
the Kawangware Vision Center, utilizing his expertise, include compost 
toilets, self manufactured interlocking bricks for the walls, the creation of 
home-made roof tiles and lentils, shaded verandas, which can be used as 
sheltered eating spaces, as well as a workshop space doubling as a 
community meeting space. In December 2009, we began training the youth in ecological construction 
and manufacturing materials so that eventually the youth can build their own facility!  Learn more: 

"Part of the joy of working with NextAid is the nimbleness and dexterity in pursuit of their mission, while the larger 
part is the sense of purpose in pursuing this mission to improve the lot of underprivileged youth in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Young people like these, who vigorously pursue a calling whose full results are unlikely to be seen in their 
lifetimes, are extraordinary indeed. Working with NextAid at full throttle is very similar to being in a battle. Not 
against other people, but against ignorance in its highest and lowest forms."  

~ Architect Kariuki Anthony Kiragu, 
Sustainable Holistic African Development Alliance

SEND A CHILD TO SCHOOL WITH GOGOGETTERS
NextAid is working with the well-respected South African 
organization loveLife and their goGogetters program to “Send a 
Child to School.” Currently in South Africa, there are 1 million AIDS 
orphans. One of the most dramatic effects of children being without 
their parents is the drop in school attendance. Children are refused 
admittance to school without a uniform and many drop out because 
they are ashamed of the poor condition of their uniform. There is an 
indisputable link between drop-out rates and increased risk for HIV. 
School not only offers children and youth the basis for a brighter 
future, but it serves as a protective factor against HIV – whether it 
be through raising awareness or keeping them out of at-risk 
situations. In the long-term, education serves as means to fighting 
the cyclical nature of the HIV/AIDS pandemic; and the lack of a 
simple school uniform is hindering the opportunity for AIDS 
orphans to have a chance at a brighter future. Extended family, 
especially grandmothers (Gogos), have stepped up to support 
these orphaned children. LoveLife’s “goGogetters” program 

enables Gogos to empower the children they care for with an education by providing the children the 
necessary materials to stay in school. In 2009, NextAid was able to send 65 children to school through 
this program and the plan for 2010 is to double that number. For more info visit: 

http://nextaid.org/sendachildtoschool.htm

“Education is the most powerful 
tool in the fight against the AIDS 

epidemic. We can help these 
children create a better and 

brighter future for their generation 
and the generations that follow.”

~ DJ Colette

“NextAid has done an 
amazing job of implementing 
strategic programs that are 
making a big difference in 
South Africa; “Send a Child 
to School” Campaign is 

another example of that great work. I'm proud to 
contribute my part to this project!”  ~ D:FUSE 

“LoveLife mainly receives funding for programmatic intervention, while doing this we are however constantly faced 
with the severe subsistence needs of those participating in our programmes. Often our programmatic intervention 
is highly dependent on cultivating social capital within communities to address the variety of social problems, all in 
some way linked to pervasive and chronic poverty, limiting their quality of life and potential. However, only so much 
benefit can be derived from local networks where most members are equally under-resourced.  In many cases it is 
thus critical that programmatic intervention is coupled with the provision of tangible resources and that social 
capital is cultivated across races, classes and even continents to make this possible.  NextAid is providing the 
opportunity for Americans to provide much needed and appreciated tangible resources to South African orphans 
and vulnerable youth.  By doing this they are not only impacting the life chances of many individual children, they 
are contributing towards the achievement of programmatic outcomes for the goGogetter programme where South 
African grandmothers are working to ensure that teenage orphans and vulnerable youth in the country don't 
become double victims of HIV and AIDS.”   ~ Judy-Marie’ Smith – Program Director, loveLife

WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTERS IN AFRICA

RED RHINO ORPHANAGE PROJECT / MAKE-UP DESIGNORY

Architecture for Humanity, NextAid, and RAND’s African 
First Ladies Initiative have partnered to bring much 
needed resources and support to women and girls in 
Africa. This project works closely with select African First 
Ladies to design and build two pilot Women’s Resource 
Centers in Sierra Leone and Namibia between 
2010-2012. This project, supporting the global movement 
towards achieving Millennium Development Goal # 5 

(reduction of maternal mortality), engages grassroots activism, high-level advocacy and creative design 
to show impact and inspire change. Our pilot centers will be based in two countries in Southern and 
West Africa, Namibia and Sierra Leone, and will serve as model demonstrations for additional centers in 
other parts of Africa. Our approach is holistic, culturally sensitive, and inclusive of both national and 
local stakeholders. To optimize the reproduction and scalability of this project, the centers will be 
constructed entirely from locally available materials, using local labor. Learn more about MDG5:

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/maternal.shtml

Red Rhino Orphanage Project (RROP) is a Kenyan- 
based non-profit whose mission it is to house and 
educate some of the most desperate children in Kenya 
and enable them to become contributing members of 
society and leaders of the next generation. The project 
funds the children’s educational pursuits from 
elementary school through secondary and university 
or trade school. To increase RROP’s capacity and 
enable them to fund the construction of two homes, 
each providing a loving home for 16 orphans, NextAid 
chose RROP as the beneficiary of a special project 

spearheaded by Make-Up Designory (MUD) cosmetics. In 2008, NextAid and MUD 
created a limited edition palette of rich, earthy eye shadows solely for the benefit of 
African children. By selling just 1,000 at $25 a piece, NextAid and MUD raised 
$25,000 to donate toward the homes. Lovely superstars DJ Rap, DJ Colette, 
Samantha James and Eve Falcon became the faces of the ad campaign in 2009. 
Find out more:

http://www.mudblog.net/blog/make-up_designory_nextaid_building_a_foundation_for_a_
better_tomorrow/  

  

COMPLETED PILOT PROJECT - YWAV 
NextAid’s inaugural project is located in the poverty- 
stricken, rural town of Dennilton, South Africa, two hours 
northeast of Johannesburg.  In 2005, NextAid partnered 
with Youth With A Vision (YWAV), a South African 
community-based organization dedicated to leading their 
community to address the AIDS crisis.  Working with a 
team of ecological architects and experienced natural 
builders, NextAid completed the construction of a 
12-structure, earth-friendly, multi-purpose community 
center.  The structures include a performance space, 
roadside shop, internet cafe, composting toilets, outdoor 
energy-efficient kitchen and seating area, tool shed, two 

earth-bag offices, security guard office, two children’s houses and home for YWAV founder’s extended 
family.  The center was designed to be a beacon of hope where resources are being concentrated, aid is 
being distributed and youth are inspired to reach their potential.  NextAid is grateful for the learning 
experiences the project provided, and looks forward to transferring the knowledge to current and future 
projects throughout Africa.  Learn more: http://nextaid.org/multipurposecenter.htm

 

FUNDRAISING STRATEGY 

NextAid has raised over $500,000 since its fundraising efforts launched in 2004.  Primary sources of 
funding draw from music events and collaborations, individual donors, and a silent benefactor. NextAid 
has also been the recipient of small grants for natural building training workshops from Builders Without 
Borders and the Foundation for Sustainability and Innovation. 

NextAid is known for utilizing creative fundraising strategies year-round.  Through its partnerships with 
artists and promoters, NextAid consistently produces and coordinates dance music events that 
showcase top talent and provide empowering opportunities for concerned individuals to make a 
difference.  NextAid has been able to make a profound and significant impact through its programs 
because we take a grassroots approach to funding and running our organization.  We ensure that the 
maximum funds raised are applied to projects where they will provide the most impact.  NextAid keeps 
overhead costs and administration salaries to a minimum and works with a large volunteer base that 
consists of people who give up countless hours of time in order to further our philanthropic cause. 

“It is an absolute pleasure getting the opportunity to volunteer with NextAid.  As an African Studies Major, I spent 
a summer studying in Nairobi, Kenya, and I was deeply touched by the children on the streets who were severely 
malnourished and struggling just to survive another day.  Across Africa children are orphaned when their parents 

pass away from AIDS, therefore, I would often see children taking care of babies.  It was so amazing to me to find 
a non-profit, NextAid, that is dedicated to the two things that I hold near and dear to my heart, which include: 

making a difference in the lives of Africa's beautiful children and hosting unique dance events for charity.  NextAid has 
not only made an impact in the lives of many children in Africa... it has made an impact in my life.”   ~ Melanie Naaz

“Out of the mishmash that was Miami what a pleasure it was to play at the one and only classy 
event that was Nextaid and to know it was all for a great cause! More please......” ~ DJ RAP

“I support NextAid and this cause because I know that it will make a difference in the lives of 
many beautiful people who are suffering. If we all come together and realize that the AIDS 
epidemic and poverty that’s taking place in Africa right now is not just affecting Africans but 

the entire world....we actually might start to see a change.”

~ Samantha James

ARTIST SUPPORT

Anane Vega

Andy Caldwell

Barbara Tucker 

Black Coffee

Boddhi Satva

BT

Chuck love

Colette

D:Fuse

David Harness

DJ Dan

DJ Garth

DJ Heather 

DJ ObaH

DJ OZ

DJ Rap

Donald Glaude

Fred Everything

Garth Trinidad

Gavin Hardkiss 

Gene Farris

Glenn Red

Halo

Jazzanova

J-Boogie

Jay-J

Jeremy Sole

Kaskade

Louie Vega 

Luke McKeehan

Mark Farina

Mark Lewis

Marques Wyatt

Michele Bass

Miguel Migs

Mr. V

Nickodemus

Raul Campos

Richie Hawtin 

Rich Medina

Ron Trent 

Roy Davis Jr.

Samantha James

Solar 

Soulstice

Stacey Pullen

The Crystal Method

The Scumfrog

Thievery Corporation

Tony Humphries 

Ultra Naté

Z-Trip

INDUSTRY SUPPORT

NextAid receives support from a wide range of industry leaders including 
influential DJs. The following is just a sample of the large number of artists and 
businesses that have demonstrated support for NextAid’s initiatives by donating 
items, performances, participating in video PSA’s and contributing to CD 
compilations as well and/or providing promotional support and media exposure.

Ableton

AfrodesiaMP3.com    

Afro Funke

AM Only

Apt Entertainment

BASIC NYC

bebe

BPM Magazine

Causecast

Cielo

City Deep

Dance Tracks Digital

Deep LA

Deep Sugar

Dubspot

Earthdance

Electric Daisy Carnival

eMUSIC

ESDJCO

Flavorpill

Flux Summit

Fusicology

Giant Step

GotSoul

Green Galactic

Green Gorilla Lounge

Groove Cruise / Whet Travel

Homemade LA

Love Fatigues

Native Instruments

Nitevibe

Nordic Trax

OM Records

Outloud Agency Group

Pacific Sound

Playloop Records

Propa Talent

Putumayo Records

Remix Magazine

Rhythmism

Salted Music

SF Station

Sole Channel

Stompy

Supperclub

The MML

The Loud Minority 

Tropical House 

Uhuru Afrika

Universal Rhythm

URB Magazine

Vega Records

Wantickets

Waxpoetics 

Winter Music Conference

Wired Magazine

YBR Promotions

“Children who grow up with no hope and no education will not have the tools 

necessary to instigate positive change in their own communities. By reaching out to 

these children and providing them with the essentials to build a new life, we show them 

that the world does care and there is indeed a great deal to live for.” 

~ Chris Smith, President of Om Records

COMPANIES

OUR HISTORY:  TIMELINE OF HIGHLIGHTED ACHIEVEMENTS

NextAid is born

NextAid travels to Dennilton,
South Africa to meet Youth With a Vision and 

pilot project is established.

NextAid hosts first fundraiser event in 
Los Angeles.

2005

2006

2007

2008

NextAid becomes official partner of
the M3 Summit:

Music, Media, Miami

Putumayo Records releases its African 
Dreamland CD and a portion of the proceeds 
benefit NextAid.

NextAid and Make-Up Desigory 
partner to sell special eye color 
palette for the Red Rhino 
Orphanage Project.

NextAid forms new 
partnership with 
Kawangware Street 
Children and Youth 
Project; provides children 
from the community with 
school uniforms.

OM Records releases 
“reBOOT,” NextAid’s first 
CD compilation. 

Ground-breaking of 
earth-friendly, 

multi-purpose YWAV 
community center

NextAid launches a 
youth skills eco-training
program in Nairobi, 
Kenya to prepare for 
the construction of the Kawangware Vision 
Center. 

Beats Build Hope is NextAid’s 
best event ever, taking over the 
Shore Club at WMC with an 
amazing lineup of 35 top 
artists. 

NextAid’s Director, Lauren Segal-Avenna is 
awarded Africa Focus’ African Goodwill 
Award 

Wired Magazine secures NextAid 
to provide DJs at NextFest, its 
premiere industry event. 

2003

2004

2002

Dubspot releases first charitable 
mix CD, Funk Aid 
for Africa, with 100% of proceeds 
benefiting NextAid.  

NextAid partners with 
well-respected South African 
organization, loveLife, and their 
goGogetters program to be the 
beneficiary of “Send a Child to  
School” campaign.  

NextAid’s annual
World AIDS Day Campaign 

includes 20 events from
coast to coastwith a long

list of headlining talent.

NextAid releases a video 
featuring clips from Electric 
Daisy Carnival and Winter 
Music Conference of

2009

2010

Record release parties held 
in five cities. 

Nextaid helps form
Coalition of a Sustainable Africa

with like-minded L.A based
nonprofits

NextAid launches first online 
auction,Bids for Beats,

raising over $12,000

NextAid partners with Architecture for Humanity 
and sends an architecture fellow to Dennilton.

Christopher Lawrence, Frankie Bones,
The Glitch Mob and more.

PRESS
Miami New Times
Cause Way: Parties can be about more than egos
By Tamara Palmer, March 20, 2008

Segal-Avenna is a spirited voice that's demonstrating a different way to groove. Founder of the Los 
Angeles-based nonprofit NextAid, which is building a sustainable child support center in South Africa 
for orphans of the AIDS pandemic, she involves her organization in fund-raising events within the 
electronic dance music world. 
Read more at:

http://www.miaminewtimes.com/2008-03-20/music/cause-way/  

LA Times
Gifts that Give Back with NextAid

The Los Angeles-based charity that works to provide responses to the AIDS orphan epidemic in Africa is offering three ways to 
help out during your gifting extravaganza, at a variety of price points..For $10, you can get the funkadelic friend on your list a 
copy of "Funk Aid for Africa," a 20-track CD mixed and compiled by DJ Obah…For those recipients who are expecting 
something a little more, ahem, personal, cosmetic company MUD has teamed up with NextAid to offer the MUD Cares Palette, 
a 4-color eye shadow…Finally, for the true humanitarian, or the person who has everything he needs already, you can send a 
child to school! Read more at:   

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/holiday-gift-guide/2009/12/gifts-that-give-back-with-nextaid.html

laist.com
NextAid Gets Up For Worlds AIDS Day By Getting Down
By Caleb Bacon  

SocialEarth.Org
NextAid: Beats Build Hope for Africa
By Amy Carol Wolff

Imagine taking the power of music, the conviction of environmentally sustainable 
process, and the commitment to the children of Africa and combining them all to 
reach those infected with and orphaned by the HIV/AIDS virus. If you throw in 
strong local non-profit organization partnerships and a small team of passionate 
people, you’ve got NextAid…The organization is committed to bringing joy to the 
lives of these children through collaborative efforts with local African partners, 
allowing these kids to experience life in the midst of a deadly situation…During her 
trip to Nairobi, Lauren met Agosto, the director of KSCYP… grew up in the slums, 
and then started this program to take kids off of the streets who were using glue and 
resorting to gang violence…75 laborers, ages 15 to 22 work to make the bags, the 
profits of which provide enough for one meal per day for the team and 50 other 
children who are a part of the KSCYP program. “These kids have this attitude that 

says, ’stay out of our way, we are going to change people’s lives’,” Lauren said, “and they will and we are going to work with them 
to expand their impact.” Read more at: 

http://www.socialearth.org/beats-build-hope-for-africa

Humanitarian organization NextAid, holds its Los Angeles effort in their multi-date/multi-city World AIDS Day 2009 
campaign….From New York, true house music legend Little Louie Vega (”Masters at Work”) will headline. Also appearing are 
DEEP LA’s Marques Wyatt, KCRW’s Raul Campos, DJ Rap, Turntables on the Hudson with DJ Nickodemus and Nappy G, and 
more. Ultra-hilarious comedian Whitney Cummings will be on hand to spice it up, and she’ll be joined by comedians Ben 
Morrison and Ben Gleib. “Our goal is to, 1, raise awareness about the amazing resiliency of African youth, 2, raise funds to help 
these African organizations develop and become totally self-sustaining, and, 3, to just have a rockin’ event for a good cause,” 
said Segal-Avenna.  Read More at:

http://laist.com/2009/11/27/nextaid_party.php

Make-Up Designory + NextAid = Building a Foundation for a Better Tomorrow
By Make-Up Designory 

At MUD, we believe that everyone deserves a beautiful future. AIDS has devastated the African 
continent for more than two decades, yet only 10% of the 15 million children orphaned by the 
disease are receiving any kind of public support…Artists and DJs can support NextAid by 
participating in benefit concerts and events. MUD is there to help. This year, we donated a 
photographer, make-up artists and a photo studio, to create a photo shoot that promotes four 
featured NextAid artists: DJ Colette, Eve Falcon, DJ Rap and Samantha James…This holiday 
season, you can help make a difference too – by purchasing a MUD Cares Palette of Eye Colors. 
What’s beautiful about them? When you purchase one of these palettes, 100% of the proceeds go 
toward building a safe and sustainable home for a group of children.  
Read more at: 

www.mudblog.net/blog/make-up_designory_nextaid_building_a_foundation_
for_a_better_tomorrow/

Huffington Post
The goods: Gifts that Give Back
Send A Child To School In Africa
From: NextAid

Extended family, especially grandmothers, have traditionally supported orphans in African cultures. In some African languages 
the word “orphan” does not even exist. However, high mortality rates related to HIV/AIDS, as well as urbanization, is weakening 
extended family support. As a result, orphans and vulnerable children have become highly dependent on the older generations 
in a community, specifically grandmothers. goGogetters is a program that supports the many grandmothers (gogos) who have 
been dedicating their senior years to the wellbeing of orphans and vulnerable children.  NextAid is raising funds for the 
schooling needs of some of the most vulnerable children who participate in the goGogetters program.  Read more at: 

https://huffingtonpost.causecast.org/node/26

Funk Aid For Africa Record Release Party

“An inspired collage of funk, soul, and Latin tunes created by DJ OBaH, Funk Aid for Africa features 
songs by twenty different artists including Ticklah, Ursula Rucker, King Britt, Chico Mann, The Lions, 
and Ocote Soul Sounds. The CD has been well received by the music community, both for its motives 
and its quality. Bruce Tantum of Time Out NY says, “The mix is a stone-cold funkfest, taking in Latin 
and African rhythms, soulful house, disco and dub, all mixed in a creatively nonlinear fashion.  
Read more at: 

http://www.causecast.org/news_items/9070-funk-aid-for-africa-record-release-party  

Rhythmism.com 
Beats Build Hope  - Winter Music Conference 2010

NextAid, a Los Angeles-based nonprofit harnessing the power of dance music to affect change in 
the lives of orphaned and vulnerable children in Africa, returns to the 25th annual Winter Music 
Conference (WMC) in Miami with a mega-benefit, “Beats Build Hope,” at the Shore Club on Friday, 
March 26, 2010. Partnering with LIFEbeat, The Loud Minority, CityDeep, Turntables on the 
Hudson, Dubspot, and Mixology, this official WMC event will employ NextAid’s mantra of using the 
beats of our generation to provide hope for the next. Read more at: 

http://www.rhythmism.com/forum/showthread.php?t=89102 

WHO WE ARE

Craig Keys | CEO 

Craig is the CEO and legal representative of NextAid. Craig is a business management and economic development 
consultant serving nonprofits, municipalities and private sector developers seeking to redevelop or revitalize urban areas. 
Working with diverse communities and organizations, Craig seeks to develop ideas for progressive change. 

Punctuating these efforts, is the publication of his articles by such diverse organizations as Earth Island Institute, Columbia 
Environmental Law Journal, Ecology Law Quarterly, UCLA Journal of Critical Planning, and the Academy of Management. A 
graduate of UC Berkeley, Columbia University, UC Hastings College of Law, and a Ph.D Dean's Fellow of Public Policy at 
UCLA, Craig had thoroughly studied the economic and legal aspects of the entertainment and community development 
industries before spending the past five years working on urban music and urban development projects. He is dedicated to 
principles of social justice, and to increasing access to the arts as a mode of community advocacy. Craig is also an 
accomplished musician with experience informing and operating two independent record labels. 

Lauren Segal-Avenna | Executive Director 

Lauren Segal-Avenna spent her high school years fantasizing about helping impoverished children around the 
world. Today, as co-founder and director of NextAid, she is steadfast on her goal. While in college at University of California, 
Santa Barbara, Segal-Avenna was influenced by Live Aid, the first global concert to draw attention to Africans in need. She 
graduated with a degree in political sociology, took part in several anti-apartheid protests and felt drawn to Nelson Mandela’s 
message of freedom and equality.

In 1999, Segal-Avenna became enveloped in the dance music scene and started building relationships with influential 
electronic DJs, marking another pivotal time in her life. The dance community felt like home to her – a place where she could 
engage her peers in her hopes of helping the less fortunate. The next year, the opportunity to co-produce the Aca World Sound 
Festival in Acapulco, Mexico fell into her lap. This experience laid the foundation for her to establish NextAid the following year.
Segal-Avenna then embarked on her first journey to South Africa, where she led a delegation from Southern California to the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. She became educated on the importance of sustainable 
development, the practice of building and utilizing available resources so that they are either continually renewed or preserved 
for use by future generations. During this visit, she took a day-trip to a remote township, Dennilton, where she was privileged 
to meet teenagers from a South African non-profit organization. Inspired by their resilience and motivation, Segal-Avenna was 
committed to creating a brighter future for this poverty-stricken community.

Segal-Avenna continues to establish the link between environmental, social, and sustainable development, while creating an 
outlet for a niche demographic of global youth to make a positive and tangible difference on the ground in Africa. NextAid is 
currently supporting two African-based organizations to provide education and economic opportunities for vulnerable youth, 
such as an after-school micro-business in Nairobi’s Kawangware neighborhood. Additionally, the organization is collaborating 
with select African First Ladies, Architecture for Humanity and the RAND African First Ladies Initiative to design and build two 
Women’s Health Resource Centers in Sierra Leone and Namibia.

A tireless public servant, Segal-Avenna believes that “social action is the most fulfilling thing” and that everyone could find 
happiness by helping others. Her humanitarian efforts have raised immeasurable awareness and thousands of dollars for 
children in South Africa and Kenya thus far. A recipient of the prestigious 2010 African Goodwill Ambassador Award, 
Segal-Avenna has been featured on VH-1, KPFK-FM, various panels addressing African issues and in numerous publications. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree in sociology from University of California, Santa Barbara and resides in Los Angeles with her 

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Lynn Hasty, NextAid’s publicist, is the owner/founder of Green Galactic, an arts & entertainment publicity firm founded in 

Hollywood, California in 1993. Green Galactic'’s mission is to enthusiastically promote organizations and people who 

make the world hipper, healthier and more beautiful.

Susan von Seggern brings almost 20 years of experience in public relations, media relations, music and politics to 

NextAid. She has been a part of the organization since its inception.

Stephen M. Olson is an investor, business owner, philanthropist and child advocate. He brings experience and insight from 

the perspective of a corporate professional and donor and helps guide the direction and strategies of the organization. 

Stephen currently provides support for hundreds of orphans in Indonesia. 

Gabriel Avenna spearheads the ‘green scene’ section of the NextAid website. Working at Environmental Charter High 

School, Gabriel teaches organic gardening and is a mentor to the Green Ambassador after-school program. 

Rupa Mohan Brooks is a communications professional with extensive experience in the non-profit

and entertainment industries. She has volunteered with NextAid for the past seven years .

Morgan Raskin utilizes his extensive background and expertise to advise NextAid on, and execute in the areas of, 

business development and strategy, cause marketing, and fundraising. His efforts have yielded numerous returns for the 

organization, including the production of NextAid’s first exclusively online and highly successful fundraiser, Bids4Beats. 

NextAid

3666 Westwood Blvd Suite 202
Los Angeles, CA 90034

info@nextaid.org
www.nextaid.org

Lauren Segal-Avenna, Executive Director 

laurensegal@nextaid.org

CONTACT INFO

MEDIA CONTACTS

Craig Keys, CEO

craigkeys@nextaid.org 

Lynn Hasty

lynn@greengalactic.com  

Rupa Mohan Brooks

rupamohan@nextaid.org 


